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days. But the changes and vicissitudes which have oc-
curred during the last few eventful years have taught me
to have forbearance for men's utterances and actions. My
own language was sometimes mild and gentle when it should
have been strong to resist the coming storm which I vainly
hoped might be averted; at other times it was rash and
almost violent when mildness and conciliation were neces-
sary. Human foresight is short and insufficient, and in-
dulgence is due to men in positions of responsibility who were
compelled to act, and who in view of the calamities that
overhung the country strove to extricate the government
and country.